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published in the Colonies, unless they are also published in the United
Kingdom. Where the book has both a colonial imprint and a London
imprint we claim the book for [sic] the London imprint, if in the same
sized type as the Colonial one. If it is in a smaller type, or if there are a
number of imprints of which the London imprint is only one, we
regard the Colonial publication as being the only real publication, and
the London place of publication as being merely an agency. Where the
British publisher seems to stand on the same footing as the colonial
publisher we claim the book from him, but if he appears to be merely
an agent we do not claim the book from him."1
Mr Nicholson stated further that he would like to obtain all
the colonial books, whether they were published in the United
Kingdom or not. He was asked what demands were made, taking
an average, upon the colonies themselves. His reply was: "None
at all; we have no claim under the existing Act."
After the Copyright Convention of 1886 nearly every nation
belonging to the Copyright Union revised its copyright laws.
But it was not until lie Revised Convention of 1908 that Great
Britain took a similar step. During the Colonial Conference of
1910, when various representatives of the Empire were in
London, the opportunity was taken to discuss the question, since
it was considered to be of the highest importance that there
should be uniformity of legislation as regards Imperial copy-
right. An Imperial Copyright Conference was accordingly con-
vened. This Conference recognized the urgent need of a new and
uniform law of copyright throughout the Empire, provided that
Imperial legislation should not extend to a self-governing
Dominion unless declared by the legislature of that Dominion to
be in force therein, with or without modifications.2
Other resolutions were passed and recommendations made
which were afterwards incorporated in the Imperial Copyright
Act of 1911.
The Copyright Acts of 1842 and 1886, among others, were
repealed and superseded by the Imperial Copyright Act of 1911.
This Act (1 & 2 Geo. V, c. 46) contains provisions for the delivery
to the British Museum and to several other libraries of copies of
books published only in the United Kingdom. The right of such
libraries to receive free copies of books published throughout the
1  House of Commons' Paper, No. 393 of 1898, p. 209.
2  Imperial Copyright Conference Report, 1910, Cd. 5272,